
START-UP 
GROWTH 
ACCELERATION
Boston February 5-9, 2018

• Understand what’s coming next
• Experience and connect to a unique environment
• Learn how to innovate and disrupt your industry

YOUR GATEWAY TO THE WORLD

BOGOTA • BOLZANO • BOSTON • DUBAI • GUATEMALA • ISTANBUL • MEXICO CITY • SAN FRANCISCO • SAO PAULO

• SEOUL • SINGAPORE • SHANGHAI • TORONTO



TAKING YOU TO THE NEXT LEVEL

WHY EPIC?

The EPIC program aims to forge a new generation 
of global leaders by connecting them to the 
world’s innovation and education center through a 
tailored and unique program that mixes 
world-class learning and network opportunities, 
benchmarking and cultural experience.
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Boston is recognized as one of the best ENTREPRENEURIAL 

ecosystems in the world. By joining EPIC, you will connect with 

its unique environment and be part of what we call the 

Innovation Experience Tour.

Home to the world’s most brilliant minds, Boston has a vibrant 

and cosmopolitan community. We PERSONALIZE your 

experience to match your networking preferences.

Visit the city with the highest concentration of top INNOVATION 

centers to develop and launch your ideas. Get to know 

best-in-class innovation leaders from all over the world and learn 

from their experiences.

Learn and get CERTIFIED by a globally recognized institution to 

predict what’s next and learn how to disrupt your industry.
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WHY BOSTON?

Boston is the capital of Massachusetts – recently ranked as the most innovative state in the US. It is a hub, 
network and incubator of ideas, a “proving ground” for transformational discoveries in the worlds of 
technology, education, entrepreneurship and even arts. Most of the change-makers are here.

Founded in

overseas tourists and 
business travelers per 
year

1630 1.5 Million
valuable innovation
ecosystem

1st Most
Fortune 500
Innovation Centers

50+ 

Growth Index is Up to

Startupscompared to Silicon 
Valley

4,000+1.6 Higher

Worldwide leader in

Science, technology, 
education and health #1

in annual VC investments
$4.4 Billion performing

entrepreneurial
ecosystem in the world

Academic and innovation
ecosystem in the world

3rd Best
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HOW DO WE DO IT?
The EPIC program is designed to be highly practical and action-oriented. It is composed of professional and 
social elements, providing participants with an experience that is both educational and memorable. Our highly 
practical and action-learning approach is reflected in the EPIC program design, which encompasses training, 
networking, benchmarking and cultural experience for those seeking in-depth understanding and intensive 
learning.

Acquire world-class know-how, advanced methodologies and effective tools from renowned 
thought leaders and seasoned consultants.

Plug into a vast network of industry experts with diverse backgrounds through a tailored 
series of speeches. Some of our speakers include

TRAINING

Access the top innovation labs, leading business schools and outstanding organizations in 
your industry.

BENCHMARKING

Experience one of the most vibrant and cosmopolitan cities in the US. Great sports, food 
and arts are all here.

CULTURAL EXPERIENCE

NETWORKING

JAY RAO
Babson

Innovation &
Entrepreneurship

FARBOD 
HAGIGI

Harvard Innovation
Lab Adviser

NICOLA 
PALMARINO
IBM Innovation

Researcher

PAMELA 
McNAMARAT

CEO/Founder at
Managing Helm

COLIN
GOUNDEN

President & CEO
Via Science
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HUNDREDS OF GLOBAL COMPANIES HAVE USED OUR METHODOLOGIES AND TRAINING 
PROGRAMS TO IDENTIFY NEW GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES.

“EPIC is a way of thinking without limits and 
seeing beyond what is in front of my eyes. 
No limitations, losing the fear of new 
things.”

Rosemberth Garcia Martinez
Research and Development professional at Financiera 

Comultrasan 

“You can not be sure of the importance and 
the value of EPIC until you experience it. In 
this one week, we had a chance to be 
exposed to so much content that you cannot 
possible even think there would be.”

Lorenzo Polente
CEO at Andale (Italian tech start-up, winner of the 

Millennium Prize)



WE HAVE TRANSFERRED OUR METHODOLOGY AND HAVE CERTIFIED INDIVIDUALS FROM 
HUNDREDS OF UNIVERSITIES WORLDWIDE.

TAKING YOU TO THE NEXT LEVEL

“The thing that I liked most about EPIC was 
the pragmatic attitude. The team is focused 
on the results and we have produced valuable 
outcomes. Second, they have been working 
with huge companies and had achieved great 
success but still they are really nice people, 
very cool and very easy to go.”

Stefano Onofri
CEO at Cubbit (Italian tech start-up, winner of the 

Millennium Prize)

“I would recommend EPIC because it will 
open your eyes, so you can bring different 
ideas to your company and even to your 
country. I became even more open-minded.”

Paola Andrea Franco
Chief of Entrepreneurship and Innovation at Cali 

Chamber of Commerce
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Start-up Growth Acceleration

DESCRIPTION

Boston February 5-9, 2018

Accelerate your growth and drive your business to the next level by tapping into IXL 
Center’s vast network. Get insightful tips and actionable recommendations from 
world-class entrepreneurs, executives, professors, consultants, investors and 
business leaders. You will learn tools and techniques developed by top consultants 
and successfully implemented by startups globally. 

OUTLINE
This is an interactive course where you will learn through classes, speeches,
benchmarking visits and networking. Specifically, the program covers:

 • Leveraging the market position (market attractiveness and customer 
             segmentation)
 • Identifying the ways to go faster (key competencies and sourcing plan)
 • Finding ways to partner strategically (key stakeholders and value 
            proposition)   
 • Using artifacts to explore business idea to reduce costs, capture value and 
            maximize results

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Frameworks and concepts to drive your business growth:

 • Tools to evaluate high-potential opportunities and achieve right outcomes 
 • 4 key innovation and teamwork techniques to improve and execute 
             business ideas
 • Immediate next steps to act on discovered drivers, barriers and enablers

COURSE DETAILS

DATE

5-9 FEBRUARY 2018
FEE

*INCLUDES 
MATERIALSUSD 3,000

REGISTRATION

+1.617.945.9658 / contact@bostoninnovationgateway.com

LOCATION

MASSACHUSETTS, 02141

*does not include meals, transportation and accommodation.

110 Cambridge St, Cambridge
CERTIFICATE

Certificate issued by the 
GIM Institute
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Please find below a sample EPIC schedule that demonstrates 
how the elements of the program are distributed over the course 
of five days.

Morning
(Training)

Afternoon
(Speakers)

Afternoon
(On-Site
Visits)

Evening
(Social

Activities)

LUNCH BREAK

BREAK

BREAK

SUN MON
Workshop

TUE
Workshop

WED
Workshop

THU
Workshop

FRI
Workshop

SAT
Social

Activity

SUN
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The EPIC program design and content were envisioned by prominent 
consultants and innovation thought leaders who also teach at top 
business schools worldwide.

LEADERSHIP TEAM
HITENDRA PATEL, PhD
Managing Director of IXL Center

RONALD JONASH
Chairman of the Board of the GIM Institute

Dr. Patel has not only helped 
drive innovation for large 
corporations like Johnson 
Controls, Hewlett Packard, 
LG, Verizon and P&G, but has 
also consulted small to 
medium size enterprises and 
governments around the 
globe. He built the world’s
largest start-up accelerator for budding young 
entrepreneurs through Hult Prize in collaboration 
with President Bill Clinton and his team. As a 
Professor, he has taught innovation courses at MBA 
and Executive Education programs from the top 
universities and business schools worldwide.

Dr. Patel holds an MBA from Kellogg School of 
Management, a BSEE from Washington University 
in St. Louis and a PhD in Materials and Engineering 
from Iowa State University.

Ron was a senior partner of 
the Monitor Group where he 
established and led their 
Innovation Practice. He was 
also a founder of Innovation 
Management Inc. For 20 years, 
he held the Managing Director 
position of the Technology and 
Innovation Management Practice 
for Arthur D. Little worldwide. As a Professor, he led 
numerous executive leadership and development 
programs at major companies. Ron has been a 
visiting lecturer at Rice, Wharton, Columbia 
universities and Hult International Business School.

Prof. Jonash holds degrees in Economics and 
Engineering Systems from Princeton University where 
he also received his Master’s Degree in Architecture 
and Design.
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The EPIC Program is delivered in cooperation with the major 
global service providers in CONSULTING, INNOVATION and 
BUSINESS GROWTH.

Boston Innovation Gateway (BIG) was founded by IXL 
Center following a study conducted at Harvard University 
designed to help companies and individuals go 
international. The initiative was highlighted by the 
university in 2014 and published in the Harvard Business 
Review in 2015. BIG designs and coordinates the EPIC 
program.

The Center for Innovation, Excellence and Leadership 
(IXL) is the Certified Training Provider of the GIM Institute. 
IXL has a global footprint and is recognized by Forbes as 
one of the best consulting companies in innovation, 
growth & new business models. IXL delivers the training 
through its global team of consultants and thought 
leaders.

The Harvard Entrepreneurship and Real Estate 
Association (HEEREA) promotes cutting-edge events and 
networking opportunities, allowing its community to gain 
superior insights while creating long-term value through 
its network of industry experts and thought leaders. 
HEEREA is partnered with the EPIC program and shares 
its on-campus Harvard University facilities.

Global Innovation Management Institute (GIMI) is the 
global standard certification board for innovation and 
innovation management. Over 200 Fortune 500 
companies and over 5,000 MBA students worldwide have 
developed mastery of innovation through the structured 
frameworks and processes of the GIM Institute. GIMI 
provides the certification for the program.


